Ancient German Politv

in any stage with any possible infusion of foreign blood. They
bear the marks of a rapid civilization assimilating new elements,
not of a much mixed race retaining fragments of earlier and
shattered systems.

But were the evidences of intermixture of race much stronger
and more general than they are, to the student of constitutional
history they are without significance. From the Briton and
the Roman of the fifth century we have received nothing. Our
whole internal history testifies unmistakably to our inheritance
of Teutonic institutions from the first immigrants. The Teu-
tonic element is the paternal element in our system, natural
and political.

The first traces, then, of our national history must be sought
not in Britain but in Germany : in the reports given by Caesar
and Tacitus of the tribes which they knew. In these reports
we have, it is true, a somewhat indistinct picture : so indistinct
that it has been interpreted in many and even in contradictory
ways ; but one which is certainly capable of being interpreted
by the clearer history of the later stages of the institutions
which are common to the race ; and which so interpreted does
give a probable and consistent representation. We have in the
Germans of the first century A.D. a family of tribes whose
common political characteristics are these :

They have in the time of Tacitus ceased to be pastoral and
unsettled races : they occupy fixed seats instead of annually
changing their pastures and hunting-grounds, as they were
said to do when Caesar wrote; but they are not so far settled as
to have divided the land amongst individuals. The several com-
munities allot annually their arable lands among the freemen:
these have their own several homesteads ; but the pasture
lands are not only held but used in common, and the whole
land of the settlement belongs to the community. The com-
munity, the vicus of Tacitus, is joined with others of the
same tribe, and the aggregate is 'the pagus : an aggregation
of pagi is a civitas or populus. The vici and pagi are